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Identify the pest: Does the tree have
multiple entry-holes with staining, frass,

gumming, and/or sugar volcanoes?

Tree removal
 is an option
 for trees of
 any level of
infestation.

Symptoms may be caused by other
factors.  Consult a tree specialist.

Report the following to
residents@parktownnorth.org:

     Name, Address, Contact # and Species
     AND  Consult a tree specialist

Count active gallery holes.  Look for
clusters on trunk & individual branches.

Branches
 Only

Prune branches, 
treat cuts & monitor

Chop into manageable
logs, and solarise  -
either in situ or at a
solarisation site,
according to guidelines

Dispose of all
infested
material.

Scrape away the bark: Is the entry-hole
about the size of the tip of a ball point

pen? (~0.85mm)

Choose ONE:
Remove entire tree &

     Stump grind
If tree is of special
value and an isolated
infestation, treat and
monitor.

Chip wood, and solarise -
either in situ or at a

solarisation site,
according to guidelines

Solarise with tarp
according to guidelines
(See Resource Sheet
Use solarised chips as
compost ONLY in already
infested areas
Burn solarised chips

HOW TO USE THIS CHART

This chart is intended to help
inform PSHB management
decisions. Consider potential
safety hazards, tree value
(economic and ecological),
available resources and other
factors unique to each situation
when using this tool.

REPRODUCTIVE HOSTS

A reproductive host is a species
that supports 1) PSHB
reproduction & 2)  growth and
development of the beetle's
symbiotic funghi.  These species
are currently the priority for
control efforts as they can
produce more beetles that may
spread the infestation. Some of
the more susceptible
reproductive hosts appear to be
London plane, box elder, English
oak and .

LIMB FAILURE HAZARD

The point of attachment between
a tree branch and the main stem
is called the branch collar.  PSHB
infestation in this area poses a
serious safety hazard: a
weakened collar may not be able
to support the weight of the
branch, creating potential for
limb failure.
 
Infested trees - including those
that have been treated or pruned
- must be regularly monitored so
that hazards can be identified 
and removed.  When monitoring,
consider beetle attacks in the
branch collar as part of the
branch.
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Changes made to
suit South Africa

ASSESS THE DAMAGE Trunk &
Branches

Does the tree have
branch dieback?

Treat and Monitor tree 

Treat & Monitor tree
regularly

Is the tree a
REPRODUCTIVE

Host?
*

*

IDENTIFYING + MANAGING PSHB:  SUGGESTED STEPS
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Where is the infestation located?
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Are plant parts
small enough to

chip?

IF TREE STUMP REMAINS:
Stump grind (optional)  and
solarise the ground material
OR
Solarise stump in situ

Avoid burning large
branches and tree trunks
without prior wood
chipping as the PSHB
may emerge and fly
away.

# of Gallery
Holes counted

Disinfect wood by kiln
drying  (60 mins at 60
deg C

OR

Make use of
this protocol at

your own
discretion.

Solarisation
Guidelines:

Refer to PNRA
Resource
Sheet 4

Comments do not necessarily imply any endorsements of the
opinions or ideas expressed therein, or guarantee the validity
of the information provided, by the PNRA.  This is also in no
way an endorsement of any vendor's products or services by
the PNRA.


